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By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal i in Parliament aſſembled, 


That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are hereby given to the 


Lord Biſhop of Ox#rorD, for his Sermon by hum preached 


before this Houſe, on Friday laſt in the Abby Church, WzsT- 


MINSTER ; and he is hereby defired to cauſe the ſame to be 


forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


ASHLEY COWPER, 
| Cler. Parliamentor 5 
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uſually accompanied by inaction. 


ECCLESIASTES; Cnar, vir. VER. 14. 


IN THE DAY OF ADVERSITY, CONSIDER: 


\ HIS advice, conciſe as it is, applies to every inſtance of 
Adverſity, in common life, and comprehends, in one word, 


the moſt material inſtruction relative to it. The day of Adver- 
ity is oppoſed to the day of Proſperity ; ; In the day of Proſ- 


** per ty, be joyful ; but in the day of Adverſity, conſider.” The 
wiſe man, leaving nature to her own operations in the latter 


caſe, grafts upon them an admonition, which tends to reſtore ; 


the mind to __ and Activity. 


The adyice is very dee though perhaps chiefly intended 


for private trouble. It may be addreſſed with propriety to a 
whole nation, in a time of public diſtreſs; and, that it is meant 
for Comfort as well as Inſtruction, appears from another maxim 
of the ſame wiſe man, © If thou faint in the day of adverſity, 


60 thy ſtrength is ſmall.” Deſpondency 1 is extreme weakneſs, and 
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When the Jewiſh nation were conquered, and carried captive 
into an enemy's country, the Pr ophet Jeremiah deſcribes 
their deſpair by Inaction and Silence. * The elders of the” 
daughter of Zion ſit upon the ground, and keep ſilence ; the 
« virgins of Jeruſalem hang down. their heads to the ground.“ 
They were ſilent and inactive. Nothing was left for Lee, but 

the geſtures of Lamentation. 


But the words of my text are not ſuited to final ruin. Whilſt 
5 tere is room to coxsIDER, the mind may be lifted up above the: 
* DD natural ſtate of dejection in trouble, and exert its powers, in 
_ reviewing the Caules, and learchung out the Nee of em 


| 5 8 | This! is the proper uſe to bs wade 1 Solomon's advice, ” 
the preſent day of national Humiliation ; a Solemnity, anniver= 
| fary in other Proteſtant countries, even in proſperous times; ; 

| e us a W of public trouble. 


E . A War, leſs ſucceſsful in its progreſs, than was . 
© is a trial of the patience of a brave people, unaccuſtomed to 
1 itt ſucceſs. But Impatience leads to Deſpair, and that, in moſt 
| 
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caſes, accelerates Ruin. Raſhneſs and deſpair are very dangerous 
extremes. The medium, cool Conſideration, will derive expe- 
rience, rather than regret, from what is paſt, and both excite 
| | and guide the further hopes of a diſappointed nation. It will 


0 at leaſt diſcover, that Deſpair comes too foon, if it comes before 
1 N 5 | n Ruin. 


| ” - The Lenity, with which we commenced this war, ſecures us 
4 againſt che reproech of having wantonly incurred it. We had 
: N undoubted 
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undoubted Rights to aſſert, and were ſoon abundantly 2 
in * the adverſe party of deep deſigns. 


When recourſe is had to arms, a queſtion ariſes, in ſome 
reſpects foreign to the matter in diſpute, and always more liable 
to Error, which of the contending ſides has the better chance of 
ſucceſs? War, conſidered as an appeal to Heaven, ſuppoſes 
Confidence on both fides. But both cannot have equally good 
grounds for it, and, whatever their confidence i 1s, they gene- 
rally draw ſome hopes from the apparent ſtate of things. 


We apprehended little ifficulty in en an enemy to 
reaſon, whoſe Cauſe was not the natural cauſe of the country ; 
and they founded their hopes in the idea of an approaching in- 
ſurrection here in their favor. Both were miſtaken. The war 
became popular here as well as there; and it became ſo, by 4 
change of the original queſtion. They erected an Independency 
which fixed the Zeal of both parties to a point, not likely to be 
given up by either, till after a ruinous experiment of hoſtilities. 
They might indeed with a good grace have returned to their 
duty; but men, who have gone ſo far, ſeldom retreat, till ne- 
changes their courſe. 


T he conteſt has hitherto kin deſperate on their part, a not 
very comfortable on ours; for we ſeem not yet to be clear in our 
foreſight of an iſſue of the war, ſuch an iſſue, as we have been 
juſtified 1 in e 


Let 
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Let us have recourſe to ſomething more ſolid, than political 
ſpeculation, and after inquiring, how far the preſent is a day 
| | N of ApveRsITY, let us consIDER ſeriouſly whether our misfor- 
tunes are imputable to the merits of our cauſe, or to the reli- 
| © gious and moral ſtate of the nation? I beg leave briefly to ſay 
ſomething to each of theſe points. 


1 
1 


Our condition, compared with that of the enemy, appears 
hitherto far from deſperate. Their attempt to extend Liberty 
further, than civil Liberty, which ſuppoſes Government, can 
ſubſiſt, hath ſubjected the country to a Power without Law, at 
leaſt during the exiſtence of the War. Many of the people are 
deprived of the benefits, uſually adminiſtered even by the worſt 
Governments. They are exhauſted, in various parts, of every 
thing but military ſtores, of even ſome of the neceſſaries of life. 


They have very little Commerce left, unleſs Piracy and Plun- 
der be Commerce ; and the produce of this, ſo far as it is applied 
to public uſes, aſſiſts only 1 in protracting a war, which has laid 


waſte ſome parts of their country, and impoveriſhed moſt of the 
inhabitants. 


They have hs diſtreſſed, even in the exerciſe of their Religion, 
the moſt innocent, and at the ſame time the moſt i important 
employment of man. The ſervice of the eſtabliſhed Church has 
been ſilenced, as if it were a Battery, becauſe the miniſters 
thought it their duty to pray for the King ; and what has been 
the prayer and preaching in other congregations? Their prayers 
have been chiefly for ſucceſs in a cauſe, in favor of which no 


man, 
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„under the joint influence of Underſtanding and Piety, 
Fey have a well grounded opinion; and their ſermons have 
been inflammatory miſrepreſentations, inſtigating weak minds to 
perſeverance in the purſuit of general Ruin. 


We are happy, upon the compariſon with them, in theſe ſeve- 
ral inſtances. We continue to enjoy the excellent form of Go- 
vernment, under the auſpices of which they once floriſhed ; and 
we feel the bleflings of it, in the ſecurity and affluence, in which 
we live, under the ſenſe of a national trouble. We may be jea- 
lous of power, and ſometimes perceive ourſelves at kberty to 
carry that jealouſy to exceſs; but it is undeniable, that, in the 
mean time we are poſſeſſed of the moſt valuable advantages of 

1 . 


We have been interrupted in our Commerce ; but it is well 


| known that the interruption hath not yet had the deſirable 
effect of obſtructing our Luxuries and Pleafures. Our public 
burthens, however great, are tolerable, whilſt the ſober and in- 
duſtrious part of the Community poſſeſs in abundance the com- 


forts and conveniences, which contribute to human happineſs: 


We are happy too in the free exerciſe of whatever mode of 


Religion we profels ; and the devout Chriſtian, who is beſt 
intitled to religious liberty, and beſt knows the wel of it, has 
not been expoſed to the mortification of hearing religious doc- 
trines and worſhip proſtituted to the purpoſes of ſedition. 


% 
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«Mt it muſt-be admitted, that this 1 is not the whole of 
our caſe. War is undoubtedly an Evil; Civil war is the moſt 
pernicious evil of the kind; and our Succeſs, whether we had a 
right to expect better or not, has fallen ſhort of our expectation. 


The theatre of War, either fortunately or unfortunately for 
us, is ata great diſtance. The communication with it is expoſed 
to the uncertainty, of winds and ſeas. The reſources of this 
country, amazing as they are, will be diminiſhed by the conteſt. 
The enemy has ſuffered indeed, and we have not ſuffered in pro- 
portion; but ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, that we have ſuffered, 


and are not arrived at the end of the calamity ſo ſoon, as ap- 
pearances juſtified us in iin. 


It is no impeachment of public wiſdom, to confeſs all this. 
| Human wiſdom cannot provide againſt every chance of ſuch a 
war, or counteract that inviſible almighty hand, which directs 


the events of the world, whether they appear to us regular or 
accidental. 


What then have we to accuſe ? Is it the merits of our cauſe | ? 
That i is defenſible upon the beſt principles of civil Society. I 
would not affirm ſo much, if the cauſe we are combating were 
the cauſe of LIBERTY. It is not a ſtruggle for Liberty, which 
| would be laudable, if juſtly provoked, and Pardonable, even 
when founded in miſapprehenſions. The ſtruggle is for InDz- 
PENDENCY of a Power, which has been almoſt exhauſted in pro- 


tecting the very people, who are now in arms againſt their Pro- 
tectors, 


0 


1 
The Supremacy of the Legiſlature of this country was ac- 
l ee by them, ever ſince they were tranſplanted from 
hence. It was acknowledged, not merely by tacit ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and by a long ſeries of public Acts and Documents, but 
by their acceptance of Protection at a time, when they would 
have been defenceleſs without. it. 


It's was the glory of this Iſland, to have extended her Protec- 
tion To far and wide. A foreign nation might envy an extenſive | 
power, ſo favorable to the rights of mankind. But 1t was not 
the part of Subjects, who ſhar ed in the honor and the benefit 
of it, to be the firſt to erect a ſtandard againſt their King and 
country. Noi ingenious ſubtilties will juſtify their conduct. The 
events of war may for a time be favorable to them; but the 
Truth Will ſtill remain, that they were ſubjects, and owed the 


common obedience of other free ſubjects to the Crown and | 


ee of Great Britain. 


Sinee then fs merits of the cauſe do not militate againſt us, 
Fur me to aſk again, whom have we to accuſe ? 3 


8 man may anſwer the quelon for himſelf. Indeed we 
have anſwered it formally, in the language of Humiliation. 
They, who have too much good ſenſe to think Forms alone ſa- 
tisfactory, will, it is to be hoped, ſubſtantiate them, by extractin 8 
from thence matter for Self-Reproach. 


Self-R eproach is terrible, when it forces itſelf upon the mind 


too late. It was that, which diſpoſed the Jewiſh nation, on the 
= | occaſion 
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occaſion before- mentioned, to hang down their heads to the 
ground. Our caſe is happily not ſo deſperate: We have time 


to CONSIDER in our day of Adverſity, and, by our united Prayers. 


and ſerious Repentance, to incline the ſupreme Governor of the 


world, the great Director of the minds of 2088, to 85 make our 


c enemies to be at Peace with us.“ 


This eſſential ſervice to his country may be done by every man 


in it; moſt effectually indeed by perſons, whoſe eminence gives 


them the power of Example; but no man's reli gious and morat 


conduct depends upon others intirely. The moſt inſignificant 


member of the community is important on this intereſting occa- 
ſion, if he does his utmoſt to contribute to the ſervice of the 
State, in diſcharging the private duty of reviewing and amend- 


ing his own heart and life, of which each ice Thath a _ 


fect excluſive knowlege. | 


It is, on all accounts, ſo very reaſonable a part to act, that i it 


would be general among all ranks, if the growing Character 
of the nation would permit it. But the pains, which were taken 


in the former part of this century, to propagate a diſbelief of 


; Religion, left a fatal impreſſion,” The paſſions of mankind i were 


intereſted in the queſtion ;. and the Affectation and Levity, i im- 1 
ported from abroad, aſſiſted ſuperficial men, in deciding it abruptly, 


againſt Learning and Argument. The conſequence has been that 


profeſſed Indifference to Religion, ſo conſpicuous, not merely 
among diſſolute men, but in many Characters leſs offenſive.. 


* 
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: Indif- 


Indifference to Religion is indifference to - God, and to our 
own happineſs temporal and eternal. It is ſo ill ſuited to ra- 
tional dependent creatures, that no man can ſeriouſly ſay, i 
becomes him; for he affects an independency, which he cannot 
ſupport. But the miſchief goes farther, than Alen him 
| perſonally. | r e DP. 


It is indeed no real diſcredit to Religion, to ſee it diſavowed by 
perſons, who have taken no time to conſider it; but a flight 
circumſtance, ſuch as the figure of thoſe men in ſociety, - will in- 
cline many feeble minds to adopt their manner, whatever it is, 1 
even if it be ſo very abſurd, as an affectation of ſelf-ſufficiency 


and independency of their Maker, which is full as abſurd, as 
any of the abſurdities of falſe e 


| The FLY of God cannot be cxpetica to aiftinguiſh : a people, 
who thus caſt off the fear of him, or who attempt to live with- 


out him ; and a nation, in which the influence of Religion is 


- weak, that Irreligion is openly avowed, may account for many 
misfortunes from that peſtilential cauſe. 


But Arrrer ATION Wie Seal not chi obſtruẽt the natural 
aptraticns of the human mind, when exerciſed at all, if Levity, 


the growing Characteriſtic of the times, did not coincide with 


it. Levity is a bar to wiſdom, knowlege, common prudence, 
and whatever conſtitutes a worthy character. But it is particu- 
larly adverſe to religious reflection, as interfering with the frivo- 
lous purſuits of light minds. They therefore are ever ready to 
hurt the community, by their indifference to Religion, being 


2 equally 
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equally indiſpoſed, to conſider deeply the merits of religious 
| doctrines, and the good of the community. 


Many of the ſins of the nation may be traced up to this un- 
happy complication of Irreligion, Affectation and Levity, in the 
ſuperior part of life; and Irreligion, as was obſerved before, 
muſt ſeparate between God and the people, who avow it. The 
Jewiſh nation experienced this remarkably ; but their caſe being 
peculiar, we may refer to hiſtory in general, where the Vices of: 
a people ſtand recorded along with their misfortunes ; and: Im- 
piety goes before all vices. It is the Cauſe of them all, and, as 
ſuch, the firſt W of divine W AG 


There is virtue and piety, without doubt, both ! in n public and 
Private life, and ſufficient, we hope, to prevent the miſchiefs 
. always threatened by irreligion, and to avert thoſe Judgments 
from heaven, which are alarming even to impious men. It 
oi would be an extravagance of Zeal to wiſh for theſe, as the means 
of reclaiming us; nor would the effect probably be ſo laſting, 
as that of a general deliberate Reformation, founded in a re- 
view of our ſins, and a ſenſe of our deſerts. 


Such a meaſure has been often recommended without ſucceſs, 
and may have the misfortune to be ſo this day; and yet there 1 18 
little doubt, that it would take place, if the whole nation were 
unanimouſly attentive to the expediency of it. 


L 23 ] 


It may poſlibly be our laſt ſtake. The great queſtion, of War 
or Peace, muſt be conſidered in another place, and is fo ! in- 
volved in the darkneſs of futurity, that after the wiſeſt diſcuſ- 


ſion of it, we ſhall have no right to be quite ſecure; there will 


remain abundant reaſon for endeavoring to recommend ourſelves 


to the protection of HIM, whoſe Wiſdom 18 infallible, . 


1 whoſe Aid is > omnipotent.. 


That Peace is in itſelf more deſirable, than War, is an ob- 
vious truth, to which, in ſome caſes, the moſt laudable national 


Spirit muſt give way. Perhaps ours is at preſent one of thoſe 
caſes. If it be ſo, the acknowlegement of it will be more 
meritorious, than ſucceſsful hoſtilities. 


* i 8 a Win confidence in their ſtrength, or through 


ſome other infatuation, the enemy ſhould aggravate the guilt of 


Rebellion, by rejecting one more offer of Peace, then our appeal . 
to the God of hoſts will be made with an additional plea. The 
Juſtice of our cauſe, and our Moderation, in aſſerting it, may 


recommend us to the throne of grace, if our religious and 
moral Character ſhould not inſpire us with confidence. The 


arm of God, will, we may preſume, be ſtretched out, in behalf 
of Juſtice and Moderation. 


But let us turn our Wowi to ſomething more devoutly to 


be wiſhed, that the eyes of men, on both ſides, being open to 


diſcern the value and the neceſſity of Peace, every impediment to it 
n_ be removed; and particularly, that the Permanency of it 


may 
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may be ſecured, by effectual reſolutions of * and Virtue, on 
both ſides. 


As Religion and Virtue have always a tendency to public 
ſtrength and proſperity, the ſufferings of each party in this war 
form no ſtrong preſumption in favor of the character of either. 


Wr at leaſt have reaſon to confeſs, that with a righteous cauſe, 
and with forces, who have ſurmounted, as far as poſſible, every 


danger, to which they have been led, our ſucceſs has been in- 


adequate to our ſtrength. What remains for us, but to con- 
ſider our Sins, and let not them impede the farther operations 


of War, or the more deſireable work of Peace. | 


Union among ourſelves i 18 not to be inculcated, as a Principle; 


our minds muſt be prepared for it by principles; nor is it to be 
expected, whilſt men act upon different and claſhing motives, 
But it would viſibly reſult, without any preſſing exhortation, 


from true Religion, that great Principle of Union, which directs 


all men to one point, and that point attainable, without the 
leaſt degree of mutual ill-will, and more valuable, than any other 


which preſents itſelf to the heart of man. 


L he world is 3 miſled and divided, by . or 
Envy, or Avarice, and men flatter themſelves that they are free 


from theſe paſſions, when they impute them to one another, 


But the fact is, that none of us are exempt from evil on, 


whilſt our minds are uninfluenced by religions vi views. 
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As the Individual, whoſe thoughts are intent upon views of 
that ſort, will carry every point he aims at, ſo a Nation, thus 
diſpoſed, will eſcape days of Adverſity; it will truſt, under God, 
for public and private PRosPERITY to public and private 
 VaxTve. Whenever this is the general Character of our Na- 
tion, it will be no groundleſs preſumption to ſay, that God, even. 
 * our own God, will give us his Bleſſing.“ 
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